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Mhoſocver will not do the law of thy God, and 
the law of the King, let udgment bee executed 
ſpeedily upon bim. 


K LN F we look into the hiſtories of dif. 


* 85 © ferent nations, we ſhall find that in 


every period, fince mankind be- 

came numerous enough to form themſelves 
into ſocieties, it has been deem'd neceſſary to 
protect the good and virtuous, and to diſcou- 
rage 


3 
rage vice by puniſhments. A cuſtom, which 
is not only warranted by the good effects which 
it has produc'd, but by the authority of God 
himſelf, who in forming the Jewiſh ſtate, 
commanded the magiſtrates to puniſh offen- 
ders accarding to the nature of their crimes. 
And on the ſame plan the Perſian Monarch 
Artaxerxes acted ; for when he inveſted Ezra 
with a commiſſion to govern the Jews retur- 
ning from captivity, it was concluded in theſe 
words, Ard thou Ezra, after the wi/dom of thy 
God that is in thine hand, et magiſirates, and 
judges, which may judge all the people that are 
beyond the river, all ucb as know the laws of thy 
God, and teach ye them that know them not. And 
whoſoever will not do the law of thy God, and 
the law of the King, let judgment be executed 
ſpeedily. upon bim, whether it be unto deatb, or 
to baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, or 10 


From 


1 


From theſe words, it will not be unſuita- 
ble to the preſent occaſion, to ſhew you, 


I. The nature and neceſſity of public juſ- 
tice, and how eſſential it is towards the well- 
being of ſtates. 


II. To perſuade you by a few particular 
arguments, to live in obedience to the laws of 
your country, 


It is an eaſy matter to conceive, that when 
mankind began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, there wou'd be a vaſt variety in mens 
tempers, inclinations, and abilities, and that 
conſequently ſome wou'd be greatly diſtin- 
guiſh'd from others. The men of penetra- 
tion, frugality, and induſtry, wou'd in general 
be rich, and powerful ; whilſt thoſe of lower 
capacities, together with the idle, and profuſe» 
wou'd have leſs property which they cou'd 


call their own, Some of theſe laſt, being en- 
vious 


E 1 
vious of the flouriſning eſtate of the former, 
or having perhaps by their own bad manage- 
ment reduc'd themſelves to want, and being 
averſe, for one reaon or other, to bettering 
their condition by honeſt means, wou'd have 
recourſe to violence ; robbing, and ſometimes 
murdering their affluent neighbours, (1) The 
laws of nature indeed forbad theſe diſorders, 
but wanted power to puniſh the authors of 
them; and for this reaſon life itſelf, as well 
as liberty, were precarious; and property but 
of ſmall value, becauſe ſo liable to be taken 
away, till means were provided for their bet- 
ter ſecurity, Theſe means are what we now 
call laws, which every ſtate has found itſelf 
oblig'd to contrive, and put in execution, in 
order to preſerve the public ſafety, and tran- 


quility, and to the end that the juſt laws of 


nature might not be loſt amidſt a general 


— 
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» 
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(i) Acherley's Britannic Conſtitution p. 26. 
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confuſion ; for in a general confuſion they 
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wou'd be loſt, if nothing dererr'd the robber, 


—— re 9 


and the murderer, but the danger of being 


—ñ— —— 


foil'd in the attack. It was therefore a wile — 


and fit regulation for men to chuſe a gover- | 


1 nor, who ſhou'd be to them a fountain of 40 


juſtice; and it us right to give them power 


| 

to puniſh the guilty, at the ſame time that | [ 
o 

they enabl'd him to protect the innocent; for | 

| 


without the former, the latter wou'd have 


been impoſſible. | Fi 
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= 
Examples give ſanction to laws, which | 
without them wou'd only be a dead letter. It | 


is not fo much the reaſonableneſs of a law, as 


$3 
the dread of ſuffering under it, which enforces [| 


obedience from mea of corrupt inclinations, 
Nor does any fort of cruelty belong to theſe 
= proceedings, for it is only ſuch, when the pu- 
niſnment, or ſuffering, is greater than the na- 
ture of the crime ſeems to require, which is a 


caſe unknown to us. Beſides, the ſtrength of 


B any 


10 J 

any government conſiſts very much in a pro- 
per execution of its laws; whoever therefore 
Breaks thro? theſe, ſtrikes at the vitals of the 
conſtitution he belongs to, and a ſtate but as 
it were defends itſelf, when it puts him out of 
the number of its members, On this account 
alſo it is, that mercy cannot always rejoice a- 
gainſt judgment ; for too many favors of this 
ſort, might promote that very inconvenience 
which juſtice is calculated to ſuppreſs. It ſel- 
dom happens that ſuch as are us'd to a wicked 
courſe of life, are made better by indulgence, 
The peaalty of the law is the beſt monitor to 
put ſuch in mind of their duty ; but was the 
fear of this to be leſſen'd by a too great re- 
laxation of juſtice, ſuch mercy to the guilty 
wou'd prove cruelty to the innocent; and 
wou'd in fact be an encouragement to the vi- 
olaters of the public peace; for preſuming on 
this, they wou'd ſet fewer bounds to their 
unjuſt proceedings. 


It 


2 


It muſt indeed be own'd that to fee a pri- 
ſoner all pale, and trembling before his Judge, 
and every moment expecting to hear from his 
mouth, the awful ſentence which ſhall con- 
ſign him over to eternity, is enough to melt 
the moſt obdurate heart, and to fill it with 
wiſhes, that ſome degree of mercy cou'd con- 
ſiſtently be extended towards him; and very 


naturally, for let his conduct have been what 
it wou'd, he is our fellow-creature, made of 
the ſame ſubſtance with our ſelves, and for 
that reaſon we cannot but feel for him. To 
theſe oveiflowings of humanity however, we 
ſhou'd add, that tho* he deſerves our commi- 
ſeration as a man, yet as a criminal, he is but 
receiving the ju reward of his deeds, Thus 
in particular, ſhou'd every magiſtrate reaſon 
with himſelf. (1) “ I always rejoice (ſais a 


% polite author) when I ſee a tribunal fill'd 


—_— 
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(1) Guardian, Vol. 2. Ne. gg, 
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with a man of upright, and inflexible tem. 


per, uo in the execution of his country's 
laws, can over: ome all private fear, reſent— 
ment, ſolicitation, and even pity itfeif, 
Whatever pallion enters into a ſentence, or 
decihon, ſo far will there be in it a tincture 
of injuſtice, In ſhort, juſtice diſcards par- 
ty, fricndſhip, kindred, and is therefore al- 
ways reprelented as blind, that we may 
ſuppoſe her thoughts are wholly iatent on 
the equity of a cauſe, without being diver. 


ted, or prejudic'd by objects foreign to it.” 


And ſurely the very life and ſoul of doing 


public right conſiſts in this. Nothing can ſer 


the character of a man (as a member of ſoci- 


ety) in a more valuable point of view, than 


to reprelent him as a ſteady, and uprighi judge: 


Such a one is not Only an Ornament to his pro- 


feſllon, but a bletfling to his country; the good 


cllects of his rightcous determinations: are felt 


A around ; they benefit every man, from the 


| | greateſt 
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E 
greateſt peer to the meaneſt peaſant; and are 
a greater ſecurity ta the internal tranquility, 
and happineſs of a kingdom, than an hoſt of 
armed men wou'd be; for theſe, how nume- 
rous ſoever, cou'd not always be at hand to 
check the depredations of every violent. and 
oppreſſive man; and if they did not prevent 
the miſchief, they cou'd not properly be en- 
truſted with the power of puniſhing after- 


wards : But when theſe crimes ſtand ſo fair a 


chance of being impartiaily examin'd, and the 
authors of chem brought to condign ſuſſering, 
it muſt neceſſarily tend towards diminiſhing 
their gumber; and to cauſe ſuch as are com- 
mitred, to be charg'd with fewer marks of 
cruelty than otherwiſe they wou'd be. A cir- 
cumſtance this, not a little pleaſing to reflect 
upon, for le's damage muſt be done to the 
ſubject, when fear compels the villain to act 
with ſecrecy, and expedition, than if he durſt 
with impunity commit his ravages more o- 


nly. 
125 But 
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But to have a clearer idea of the great bleſ- 
ſings which reſult from a right ule of good 
laws, let us ſuppoſe a ſtate to be diveſted of 


theſe, and that every member thereof was at 
liberty to act as he thought fit. What think 


you, wou'd be the conſequence? Wou'd not 
the evil minded man's hand be again(t every 
man, and every man's band again/t him? Wou'd 
not many act like the deſcendants of Iſhmael, 
who to this day ſay that (1) * God has given 
© them the field for their portion, and leave 
<* to ſeize upon goods whrrever they can find 
„ them.” Then one wou'd ſow, and another 
reap, Then might a man truly ſay, I bave 


planted a vineyard, and have not eat of the fruit 


thereof. I have fed a flock, and have not eat of 


the milk of the flock. In ſuch a ſituation as this, 
a man might be rich to day, and poor to 
morrow ; he might lie down in ſeeming peace, 


(1) D' Arvieux's Travels, p. 195. 


but 


b 
| 


f 
| 
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but riſe up in rea] diſtreſs; if indeed he was al. 
low'd to riſe at all; if in the ſa me hour that 
he was robb'd of his ſubſtance, he was not 


alſo depriv'd of life. A frightful ſcene of 


confuſion this! And a melancholy itate of 
things! For there cou'd be no ſecurity, and 
conſequently no happineſs, Even virtue itſelf, 
with honor, honeſty, and whatever elſe are 
vaiuable, and praiſe-worthy ( as far as they 


have reference to things of this world) wou'd 


not profit a man, for they cou'd neither re- 
ceive, nor give protection. The moſt uſeful 
qualifications wou'd conſiſt in ſtrength, and 
artifice, and the moſt miſerable men, wou'd 
be thoſe who cou'd make the leaſt reſiſtance, 
Fears, and jealouſies wou'd everlaſtingly at- 
tend the undeſigning, whilſt rapines, murders, 


and every ſpecies of miſchief, wou'd be the 
_ . employment of thoſe, who had not the fear of 


| God before their eyes. 5 


1 
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How much preferable to this, a wiſe ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice is, I need not labor much 
tc prove, where the /poiled is delivered out of the 
band of the oppreſſor — where ſuch a barrier is 
preſerv'd between right, and wrong, that no 
violence can with impunity be offer'd to the 
meanelt ſubject in the realm, not even by the 
greatelt—where no racks are allow'd, to tor- 
ture the innocent along with the guilty 
where the King himſelf has two ſuperiors in 
his realm, God, and the laws, (1) —where to 
every one of us a greater inheritance is deriv*d 
from the laws, than from our parents; and 
where conſequently as every man enjoys a 
ſuitable protection, and a proper diſtinction, 
is kept up between the virtuous, and the 
wicked, we may be happy if we will. 


——__—— 
— 


(1) Engliſh Liberties, p. 3. and 4. 


From. 


1 


From what has been ſaid, it appears that - 
ſocieties were form'd to promote every man's 
greater good; that laws are the bands which 
knit the ſeveral parts of ſociety together ; and 
that a proper execution of theſe, is neceſſary 
to keep them from flying aſunder, to the de- 
ſtruction of the whole, 


I hall therefore in the next place, uſe a 
Particular argument or two, to perſuade you 
to live in obedience to the laws of your 


f 
country. 


Firſt, from the goodneſs of the laws them- 


ſelves. 


Whatever obligations any people can have, 
to live peaceably under the government they 
belong to, we certainly experience in their 
greateſt force; for no country eyer had wiſer 


regulations, to ſecure to every man his life, 
C his 


LOH: 

his liberty, and his eſtate. Our sight to liberty 
is hereditary, and this right has a great vue 

ſtampt apon it on account of its antiquity. It 
muſt not be ſuppos'd, that our forefathers 
wanted freedom, before Magna Charta was 
 6btained; for, in fact, this was no more in 
ſubſtance, than a reſtitution or confirmation 
of ſuch liberties, as they had enjoy'd before, 
and which at that time were encroach'd upon. 
The foundation of our civil rights and pri- 
vileges, was wiſely laid by our Saxon ancel- 
tors; and bravely have theſe been ſupported 
ſince;\at the expence of much valuable blood 
and treaſure, A glorious cauſe ; and attended 
with as happy conſequences | For thus, by 
degrees, was the conſtitution of our country 
fix'd on ſo ſtrong a baſis, that I truſt it will 
never more be ſhaken. Thus, did we become 
poſſeſs'd of ſuch an excellent body of laws, 
that it is the intereſt of every individual a- 
mongſt us to have them kept inviolate. Every 


good inan will think fo and if any are of a 
contrary 


F 
contrary opinion, they muſt either be inſenſi- 
ble of the bleſſings which are offer'd to them, 
or muſt want their liberty to be chang'd into 
licentiouſneſs : A principle which J hope we 
all deteſt, for nothing relaxes government 
more than this, nor brings it into greater con- 


tempt, and danger. If therefore we have any 


proper ſenſe of the protection we receive under 


a patriot King, and a well-order'd conſtitution 
if we have any regard for the welfare of our 
native country; we ſhall ſtudy to be quiet, and 
to do our own huſine 3. giving no unneceſſary di- 
ſturbance either to the community in general, 
or to any of our fellow- ſubjects in particular. 
So ſhall we prove our ſelves to be delerving 


of the bleſſings we enjoy, and ſhall avoid the 


fate of thoſe who by a contrary conduct 
reduce themſelves to ſhame, contempt, and 
ruin. | | 


2dly, Another reaſon for living in obe- 
dience to the laws of your country, is becaule 
of 


L 20 } 
of the puniſhments, and ſufferings which a- 
wait offenders of this fort, 


This is the argument which St. Paul us'd 
in writing to the Chriſtians ſettl'd at Rome. 
Rulers are not @ terror to good works, but to the 
evil; wilt thou then not be afraid of the power * 


Do that which is good, andthou (halt have praiſe of h 


the ſame For be (the governor of the peo- 


ple is the miniſter of God to thee for good. But 


if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for be 
beareth not the ford in vain; ſor be is ibe mi- 
niſler of God, à revenger to execute wrath upon 
him who doth evil, Was this advice a little 
better attended to, we ſhou'd not hear of 10 
many diſorders committed in open defiance of 
the f upreme protecting power z neither ſhou'd 


we ſee ſo many alebinking wretches led forth. 


to execution. the mourntul victims of offend- 
ed juſtice; but al! might live to bleſs thoſe 
laws on which their happineſs depended. The 
deſign of execating public juſtice on offen- 


ders, 
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B 
ders, is that others may ſee, and fear to do 
the like; and it is ſomething ſtrange that men 
ſhou'd be ſo loſt to reflection, and ſelf-intereſt, 


as to do what they ſee another ſuffer for. This 


muſt ariſe from great want of conſideration, 
which it is pity but men wou'd uſe before it 
is too late; before they are brought inglori- 
ouſly to ſuffer for what they have done amiſs. 
Let then the misfortunes of others, teach you 
wildom; and let none of you ſuffer as a mur- 
derer, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as 
a buſy-body in other men's matters, but ra- 
ther ſecure your earthly quiet, as well as hea- 
venly happineſs, by doing your duty to God 
as good chriſtians, to your King as good ſub- 
jects, and to one another as good friends, and 


neighbors; or at leaſt as good members of 
the ſame ſociety. Theſe are all neceſſary 


parts of our duty, and I am ſure it is your 
intereſt to practiſe them. 


Laſtly, 
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Luaſtly, you ought to keep the la ws of your 


country becauſe God commands it, 


. p 
It is molt certainly the will of God that the 


world ſhou'd be govern'd as it is, by each 
ſociety's having an head, and a body of laws, 

to keep the whole in order. St, Paul is full 

- to this purpoſe, when writing to the Romans, 
| he ſais, Let every ſoul be ſubhject to the big ber 
powers; for there is no power but of God, the 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſeever 
therefore reſſſtetb the power, reſiſtetb tbe ordi- 
nance of God, and they who reſiſt, ſhall receive 

to themſelves condemnation, So likewiſe St. 
Peter adviſes the chriſtian converts to ſubmit 
themſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's /ake, whether it be to the King as ſu- 


preme, or unto governors, as unto them who are 
ſent by bim for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and 
N 


121 

for the praiſe of them who do well. It is therefore 
no juſtification of a man, that he has only 
broke an human law, for religion tells us tha 
this is diſpleaſing unto God; and from hence 
it foilows, that no bad ſubject can be a good 
chriſtian, for we are order'd to be ſubject, not 
only for wrath, or fear of temporal puniſh- 
ment, but alſo for conſcience ſake, as knowing 
it to be agreeable to the divine intentions. 


Let not therefore the deluded offender, 
who has found means to keep clear of the 
ſentence of an earthly magiſtrate, think he 
| ſhall alſo eſcape the judgment of God ; for what 
irregularities are committed againſt the good 
of ſociety, muſt be diſpleaſing to him who 
made us ſociable creatures, and conſequently 
will not pals unpuniſh'd, Whatever the care- 
leſs finner of this ſort may think notwith- 
ſtanding tbe taber nacles of robbers pro per, and 

they 


( 24 ] 
they who. provoke God are ſecure, yet the time 
will come when the great Judge of all will 
render vengeance to his enemieñ. And a fearful 
thing it is, to fall into the hands of the living 
G Ureadtul as it may be, for a man to 
ſtand before an earthly judge, without hopes 
of eſcaping with his life; and ſhocking as the 
pangs of his ſorrow, and deſpair may prove, 
when he hears himſelf convicted. and con- 
demm'd; this muſt be trifling, if compar'd 
with what the wicked will in that day feel, 
when the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from hea- 
ven with his mighty angels in flaming fire; tak- 
ing vengeance on them who know not God, and 
obey not the goſpe! of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
The worſt which a criminal here can be 
ſentenc'd to, is an ignominious death; but in 
that ſolemn day, ſhall men /eck death, and ſhall 
not find it, and ſoall deſire to die, and death ſball 
flee from them. The power of an earthly ma- 
giſtrate extends no farther than the body 3 


but 


( 25 J 
but the great judge of heaven, and earth, is 
able to deftroy both body, and ſoul in hell. 


It becomes us then to be prepar'd againſt 
this moſt important of all events; and as 
from a due conſideration of temporal things, 
we may learn to provide for eternal ones, it 
wou'd be well if ſuch as atrend on the ap- 
proaching buſineſs, wou'd not look on it as 
matter of curioſity only, but improve the 
different parts of it, to the concerns they have 
beyond the grave. And nothing ſurely is 
better calculated, (if we may compare ſmall 
things with great ) to give us a proper idea 
of the laſt great judgment, than the com- 
mon method of trying ſuch as are charg'd 
with crimes ; for there is a kind of ſimili- 
tude in the circumſtances of both, which 


cannot fail of making an impreſſion on con-. 
ſiderate minds. 
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When you ſee the prifoners then brought 
before the court; think how we muſt all ap- 
pear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he bath done, whether it 
be good or bad — When they are accus'd ; re- 
member how your ſins, and angry conſciences 
will then accuſe you, if you have not done 
the law of your God, and the law of the King — 
When they are permitted to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; confider what defence you can at that 
time make, and whether you are likely to re- 
joice in the teſtimony of a good conſcience, 
or to be fill'd with guilt, ſhame, and con- 
fuſion of face — When the innocent are ac- 
quitted, and the guilty condemn'd, reflect 
upon the different final ſtates of the righteous, 
and the wicked; to the former of whom the 


judge 


1 
judge will ſay, Come ye bleſſed of my father, 
inberit the kingdom prepared for you, from the 
foundation of the world; and to the latter, Go, 


ye curſed into everlaſting fire — If ſentence of 
condemnation be paſs'd on any; let your 


hearts at that time be fill'd with the moſt 
ſerious thoughts, both of what will become 


of the ſouls of thoſe' miſerable wretches, if 
they ſhou'd leave this world with their fins 
upon their heads; and alſo what will become 
of your own, if your names are not found 
written in the book of life, Thus ſhall we 
benefit by the misfortunes, and miſcarriages 
of others; and learn the way to everlaſting 
life, by reflecting on the miſery of thoſe who 
tread the paths of death, And thus made 
ſenſible ot the neceſſity of preparing ourſelves 
againſt the day of the Lord ſhall come ; when 
Chriſt /hall de/cend from heaven with a Hout, 

with 


* 


— 
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with the voice of the arch. angel, and with the 
trump of God, we may ſtand before him with 


Joy, and not with trembling. Having kept 
the laws of God, and of our country ; we 


may then on good grounds expect, that the 


effect of this our obedience, will be quietneſs, 


and aſſurance for ever; and the reward there- 
of, a crown of glory which fadeth not away. 


Amen. 
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